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Reconnect!

The Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance works with the parks and conservation organisations throughout the Dutch Caribbean to safeguard nature and 

promote sustainable management of the islands natural resources. Nature education is a key element of our work.

At the heart of this project lies the belief that by acting together we can build a better world and a better and more sustainable future for our children.



Reconnect!
Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance
Safeguarding nature in the Dutch Caribbean

This project aims to build a better world by giving 
children throughout the Kingdom the opportu-
nity to reconnect with the rare and extraordinarily 
beautiful world of nature in the Dutch Caribbean. 

When kids and nature meet, they reconnect... to the 
source of wonder. 

The Dutch Caribbean is home to a wealth of na-
ture. Our parks and conservation organizations on 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Saba, St. Eustatius and 
St. Maarten want desperately to reconnect young 
people and nature.

Reconnecting… to foster a sense of responsibil-
ity for nature and the need to tread lightly on our 
planet.

Reconnecting… to build an understanding of the 
importance of biodiversity, clean air and water, 
and people as an integral part of the natural world 
around us.

Reconnecting… to foster creativity and a sense of 
imagination.

Reconnecting… to enjoy the physical and mental 
wellbeing of being immersed in nature
Reconnecting… to bring kids and nature together 
throughout the Kingdom

Help us realize our dream of reconnecting kids 
and nature.
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The Problem

 The Dutch Caribbean is without a doubt a treasure trove when it comes to nature. There 
are rain forests with towering kapok trees and coral reefs teeming with tropical fish and 
fragile corals, seagrass beds and magnificent mangrove forests, dry forests with gnarled 
looking trees hundreds of years old and the richest diversity of plants and animals in the 
Kingdom, many of which cannot be found anywhere else on our planet. 

Yet protecting this bountiful nature is not high on the political agenda of the islands 
despite the fact that nature based tourism makes a significant contribution to the local 
island economies. Nor are people aware of the value of nature for human health and well-
being, as essential for clean air and clean water, as an endless source of inspiration for the 
arts as well as for its cultural significance. 

We believe the root cause is a lack of connection with nature:

 “One of our biggest challenges has been the lack of education in the past.
Although we live on the island, we have no idea of what’s really there.” 
Tadzio Bervoets, St Maarten Marine Park Manager 

 “You care about what you understand and what you experience.
When people understand nature and connect to their natural environment...  

they care more about them and they want to protect them.”
Nathaniel Miller. Project Officer DCNA

Even today...
Most children in the Netherlands are unaware of the wonders of nature outside of their 
European borders. 
Most children in the Dutch Caribbean routinely learn about nature in the Netherlands yet 
few of them are aware of the richness of biodiversity, which surrounds them every day. 

This situation is not uncommon around the world. But here in the Dutch Caribbean 
we have the solution.

Location of the Dutch 
Caribbean islands.
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The Solution

Over the past year the Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance with assistance from IVN 
Nederland, has developed an out of school activity programme for kids aged 8 to 18 years 
which gives young people the opportunity to reconnect to nature first hand. 
Our goal is to create future custodians of a more balanced and sustainable world by 
connecting kids to nature in a fun and structured way.
 
The programme takes them from their very first encounters with the wild nature around 
them through park visits, trail and snorkel club activities all the way up to the vocational 
training offered by Junior Ranger programmes. [See Wild4Life Detailed Programme 
Overview for details]

It has been field tested with small groups of children over the last year and it works. Some 
of the excellent results are recorded in the short film clip “Reconnecting to the source 
of wonder”

Click on the image above to watch the “Reconnect!” video or visit www.DCNA.nl

Now we want to build the capacity for nature education in the Dutch Caribbean so that 
we can begin to reconnect kids with nature and conservation not just on the islands, but 
throughout the Kingdom.

http://www.dcna.nl
http://youtu.be/HXehrGY-Q-0


4 DCNA Special Project: Reconnect!

Project goals

This project consists of three interwoven core elements:
•	 Building capacity on the islands for nature education 
•	 Offering every child on the islands the opportunity to reconnect with nature through 

Wild4Life
•	 Opening the door for kids throughout the Kingdom to experience nature and 

conservation in the Dutch Caribbean

This project is envisaged as:
•	 3 year long programme
•	 Working with six Dutch Caribbean islands
•	 Involving more than 50,000 island children annually
•	 Reaching 20,000 – 30,000 visiting Dutch children annually

# ARU BON CUR SAB EUX SXM

Island population 107000 15800 150000 1800 3600 52000

Resident children 22000 3000 20000 240 600 d/k

Tourists visiting per year 1250000 70000 390000 25000 d/k 500000

NL Tourists per year 40000 26000 141000 d/k d/k 22000

(figures from local tourist offices/Central Bureau for Statistics)
Note: d/k = figures not available

We’re beginning to realize conservation is not just a local 
problem, but a global problem. That’s the importance of 
education. 

Sue Hurrell, Saba Conservation Foundation, Saba.
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Communication campaign

At all stages the project will seek to maximize recognition of the Dutch Postcode 
Lottery as a partner in Wild4Life.

As such the communication campaign is an integral part of the overall programme as it 
is used to:
•	 Promote Wild4Life programme locally
•	 Promote Wild4Life in the Netherlands
•	 Market and brand the programme
•	 Encourage kids visiting the islands to participate

The communication campaign will include as a minimum:

•	 Media updates: Monthly media updates (newspaper, radio, television) on six islands
Monthly media updates targeting Dutch press

•	 Social media: Social media coverage of all events, activities including on going 
programmes and activities, summer camps, events etc on FaceBook, Twitter, blog, 
YouTube (minimum weekly)

•	 Interactive website: Dedicated interactive website for Wild4Life (linked to DCNA.nl 
and DCNAnature.org)

•	 Events: Open day events at island Parks (at least 3 per year per park). Events will include 
invitation to the media and will be held to co-incide with international events such 
as Boomfeest Dag, Biodiversity Day, local/national holidays). Preparations to include 
street banners, press and radio releases and similar

•	 Summer camps: Annual summer camp events on all islands with local media and 
social media coverage 

•	 Promotional films: Promo films (one for each island) featuring up to 25 activities from 
the Wild4Life programme for broadcast in the Netherlands, Caribbean and via social 
media such as YouTube, websites and blog.

•	 Kids Photo competition: Annual kids photo competition open to kids throughout 
the Kingdom (with prizes and exhibition for winning photos) 

•	 “Junior Ranger for a Week”:  Annual selection of winning candidates for “Junior 
Ranger for a week” with maximum 10 winning kids who will go on to spend one week 
in the Dutch Caribbean. 

•	 Celebratory event to be organized with the Lottery in the Netherlands?

•	 Film of “Junior Ranger for a week” – reality TV style - for Dutch and Caribbean media

Since much of this is an integral part of the programme costs are built into the 
programme and total an estimated 25% of total project costs (i.e Euro 125,000 per 
annum)

All of this woven together in such a way as to broadcast information not just within the 
Dutch Caribbean but also in the Netherlands, so that children from both sides of the 
ocean have the opportunity to reconnect and build a network of care for nature as a first 
step towards creating a more sustainable future for us all.
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Wild4Life Programme overview 
 

Through the development of Wild4Life every child between the ages of 8 – 18 both 
living on and visiting the islands will have the opportunity to join in the activities 
and reconnect with the nature.

My Park Pass (Ages: All ages 8 – 18)
Goal:  To raise awareness about Dutch Caribbean Parks and their role in 

conservation.
Key Message: “Protected areas are special and important places”
Activities:  hiking in terrestrial parks and snorkelling and boating in marine parks, 

ranger interview, bird identification, fish identification

Nature Explorers (Ages: 8 – 10) 
Goal:  To build knowledge and understanding of important species and en-

courage ecologically sensitive practices for exploring and enjoying nature
Key Message: “We love and need our nature”
Activities:  Arts and crafts, swimming, treasure hunt, hiking

Nature Navigators (Ages: 10 – 12)
Goal:  To link plants and animals with their ecosystems and habitat
Key Message: “The islands’ unique habitats are cool”
Activities:  Snorkelling, boating, nocturnal hiking, photography, kayaking, species 

identification
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Nature Detectives (Ages 12 – 14)
Goal:  To link plants and animals with their ecosystems and habitat
Key Message: “We are making a difference”
Activities:  Survival skills, boat handling, photography, wildlife care and rehabilitation, 

nature in art, music and culture 

Nature Guardians (Ages: 14 – 16) 
Goal:  To develop an understating of how conservation is managed, to provide 

exposure to the professions working in the protected areas and to 
generated a sense of responsibility for nature. 

Key Message: “We are taking responsibility”
Activities: SCUBA diving, GPS and geocaching, caving, mountain biking, biodiversity 

monitoring, videography and editing

Wild4Life Junior Rangers (Ages: 16 – 18) 
Goal:  To hone field skills and opportunity for participation in conservation and 

monitoring activities. To develop leadership and mentoring skills so that 
participants can take a leading role in implementation of all programme 
activities.

Key Message: “We will lead the way to a bright and sustainable future”
Activities:  Map making, sea turtle research, advanced biodiversity monitoring, 

invasive species research and control, advanced photography and 
videography, activity management for younger youth, public speaking

Nature teaches us so much about life. The challenge is 
to get our younger community excited about nature 
education and to take away the boring image it has. 

Indra Zaandam, Science Offier.  Parke Nacional Arikok, Aruba.
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Special Project Application "Reconnect": budget

Exchange rate US$ 1.00 = Euro 0.70 (OANDA 6 month exchg) 0,7
 Total Total Total TOTAL TOTAL	  

  US$ US$ US$ US$ EURO	  
 2013 2014 2015 [3yrs]

	  

Build capacity for nature education
Nature Education Officers

Aruba	  Nature	  Education	  officer 25000 45000 45000 115000 80500
Aruba	  RARE	  project	  co-‐ordinator 35000 35000 24500
Bonaire	  Nature	  Education	  officer 20000 35000 35000 90000 63000
Bonaire	  RARE	  project	  co-‐ordinator 35000 35000 70000 49000
Curacao	  Nature	  Education	  officer 20000 35000 35000 90000 63000
Saba	  Nature	  Education	  officer 20000 35000 35000 90000 63000
Statia	  Nature	  Education	  Officer 20000 35000 35000 90000 63000
St	  Maarten	  Nature	  Education	  Officer 20000 35000 35000 90000 63000
DCNA	  co-‐ordinator 20000 20000 15000 55000 38500

Equipment for Wild4Life programmes 60000 90000 45000 195000 136500
[transport,	  kayaks,	  tents,	  field	  material,	  snorkel,	  dive	  gear	  etc] 	  

Develop and distribute school boxes 5000 15000 30000 50000 35000
Develop and implement basic packages 18000 22000 40000 28000
Training programmes for local school teachers 15000 30000 20000 65000 45500
Training courses for Nature Education Officers 25000 10000 5000 40000 28000
SUB-TOTAL    1115000 780500

Wild4Life: out of school activity programme   
Park pass programme 18000 32000 32000 82000 57400

	  
Wild4Life programme (see attached Wild4Life project documentation) 60000 90000 90000 240000 168000

	  
Summer camp (per island) 45000 45000 45000 135000 94500

	  
Branding materials 	  

Development, copy editing, graphic design, printing 15000 10000 10000 35000 24500
Promo films for broadcast 10000 10000 10000 30000 21000

Open day events 30000 30000 30000 90000 63000
SUB-TOTAL    612000 428400

Reconnecting throughout the Kingdom
Interactive website 25000 10000 5000 40000 28000

Targetted promotion (including promo films) 45000 45000 45000 135000 94500
 	   	   	   	  

Photo competition 15000 15000 15000 45000 31500

"Junior Ranger for a week" (max 10 kids per year) 25000 50000 60000 135000 94500
SUB-TOTAL 	   	   	   355000 248500

Communication campaign
Ongoing	  throughout	  the	  programme 	   	  
(see	  above)	  

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS 	   	   	   euro 1.457.400

Special Project Application “Reconnect”: Budget
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Testimonials

Desiree Croes
Nature and environmental education coordinator for STINAPA, Bonaire

I develop and expand education programs for STINAPA, such as the Junior Rangers. 
Because I am in a full-time position, it’s easier to focus only on nature education. If 
you compare my position with the other islands, they have a handicap because their 
education officers have more than one job to do. Education is so important that it needs 
to be in the hands of one person.

In my position, I have been able to structure programs and provide continuity beginning 
with activities for children from the age of four. I’ve been able to create snorkeling 
and bird-watching programs, and programs for the classroom. It’s a full-time job to 
build continuity and to integrate the work with other organizations such as Sea Turtle 
Conservation Bonaire.

When kids become estranged from nature, it’s like they become caged. That’s when they 
find themselves groping for something to do. Sport is also a way to maintain a healthy 
mind and body, but nature is a very powerful tool to guide children and youth to a 
healthier state of mind, to be a better person — to protect rather than to destroy and 
vandalize. In the kids I have worked with, I’ve also had several who have ADHD, and their 
parents have told me the nature education programs have had a great effect. The children 
use their energy in a motivated way. They learn to help out.

Nature helps children to develop more healthily, not only physically. It motivates 
their creativity. It’s important that children are outside because we as humans are not 
programmed to be inside all the time. A lot of parents are afraid to just let their kids play 
outside because of crime. That’s a difficult discussion for environmentalists to have with 
parents, so it’s important for the parks to create activities for kids in a safe way.

Nature education is a focus on the future. When these kids grow up, no matter what job 
they have, they will be more open to volunteering and will feel a warmth for nature.

Sue Hurrell
Part time Education officer/ranger, Saba Conservation Foundation

Through the Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance, we are able to share a lot of ideas. We get 
to be part of a whole. We are able to access one another’s knowledge and information 
and to use each other’s materials. None of us has enough time as education officers, 
because most of us are not just education officers. We have two or three jobs. None of 
us can afford to do what we’d like to be able to do — to develop more programs and 
materials to educate children about the wonderful nature found on our islands.
Especially with Saba and St Eustatius being so far removed, students have a gap in what 
they know about nature in the Kingdom of the Netherlands. For the first six months of this 
year, I had to use Google maps with them so they understood where the islands of the 
Dutch Caribbean are because they’re so isolated.

By working together through DCNA, we get lessons we can tweak for our own islands. 
DCNA helps us come together to share and motivate each other. If you’re by yourself, you 
basically say, ‘Oof. What am I going to do this year?’ Working together through DCNA, we 
share a collective knowledge. 
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We want to instill a sense of pride 
among local people in what our 
island has to offer.. 

Hannah Madden, Ranger, STENAPA, St Eustatius



Fundacion Parke
Nacional Arikok
San Fuego 71
Santa Cruz. Aruba
tel: +297-585-1234
www.arubanationalpark.org 

STINAPA Bonaire
Barcadera, Bonaire
tel: +599-717-8444
www.stinapa.org

CARMABI
Piscadera Baai, Curaçao
tel: +599-9-462-4242
www.carmabi.org

Saba Conservation
Foundation
Fort Bay, Saba
tel: +599-416-3295
www.sabapark.org

STENAPA
Gallows Bay, Statia
tel: +599-318-2884
www.statiapark.org

Nature Foundation
St Maarten
Wellsberg Street 1-A
Unit 25-26, Fishermans Wharf Complex
Cole Bay, St Maarten.
tel: +599-544-4267
www.naturefoundationsxm.org
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Nature parks  of  the Dutch Caribbean

Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance

Kaya Finlandia 10a, Bonaire
tel: +599-717-5010
cell:+599-780-5010
www.DCNAnature.orgD

CN
ADutch Caribbean Nature Alliance

Safeguarding nature in the Dutch Caribbean
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Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance | Kaya Finalandia 10a | Kralendijk, Bonaire | Dutch Caribbean

+599 717 5010 | info@DCNA nature.org | www.DCNA nature.org


