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Introduction
Within the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the islands of Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Saba, St. Eustatius 
and St. Maarten are collectively known as the Dutch Caribbean. Through the constitutional change of 
2010 the islands of Aruba, Curaçao and St. Maarten have become autonomous countries within the 
Kingdom. The islands of Bonaire, Saba and St. Eustatius—now collectively known as the “Caribbean 
Netherlands”—have a direct relationship with the Netherlands as special entities. It is these islands of 
the Caribbean Netherlands, which are the focus of this plan.

The islands of the Dutch Caribbean are biologically diverse and home to hundreds of endemic species, 
several globally endangered species and a variety of globally threatened ecosystems. This high 
biodiversity is relatively unexplored and new species are still being discovered. Nature on these small 
islands is vulnerable, both because of their limited area and consequently small species populations, but 
also because of habitat loss, fragmentation and degradation. Regional threats to the islands include the 
considerable threat posed by invasive species and the effects of climate change. The conservation of this 
rich and vulnerable nature therefore constitutes a significant responsibility.

Ecosystems range from arid, cactus dominated landscapes, dry forests and evergreen limestone 
vegetation, to tropical rainforest and cloud forest. The surrounding seas and coastal zones of the islands 
are rich with mangrove communities, seagrass beds, and coral reefs. 

The islands’ Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) includes the large shallow Saba Bank, the largest submerged 
coral atoll in the Caribbean, which has only recently been partly explored, resulting in the discovery of 
new fish species as well as algae and soft coral species never before described and therefore new to 
science. The deep reef and deep-sea environment around the islands are as yet essentially unexplored, 
but appear to be rich in species including many that are new to science.

Nature in the Caribbean Netherlands is therefore an important part of Dutch patrimony. Ecosystems 
provide services vital to human health and well-being such as clean water, coastal protection, medicine 
and food. Since there are no known mineral resources or exploitable oil or gas reserves, nature is a 
critical economic driver on these islands. For example in the case of Bonaire 80% of the Gross Domestic 
Product is derived from nature related tourism.
 
In order to maintain and cultivate the intrinsic, economic and health benefits this special nature 
provides, it needs to be preserved, protected, and where necessary restored.
 
This unique character of nature on the islands has been recognised internationally by RAMSAR and 
BirdLife, amongst others and by the Dutch Parliament which, since 2005 has funded the creation of a 
Trust Fund to ensure the sustainable management of protected areas in the Dutch Caribbean. In June 
2012 the Dutch Parliament allocated additional finances for the conservation and management of nature 
and sustainable development in the Caribbean Netherlands.
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A. Purpose and function
The Nature Policy Plan 2013-2017, of which this Nature Policy Paper is a summary, provides a framework 
for the management and conservation of nature in the Caribbean Netherlands. 

The goal of this Nature Policy Plan is to ensure that, whilst promoting sustainable use, the rich and 
extraordinary nature of the islands is safeguarded in order to maintain its ecological integrity and 
ecosystem services.

Sustainable use of the islands natural resources can be achieved first and foremost through 
mainstreaming of nature conservation, which is the process by which the goals of nature conservation 
and sustainable use are integrated into all sections of government. All sectors of society depend on 
an array of goods and services produced by biologically productive ecosystems. Conversely all sectors 
of society have an impact on biodiversity and many sectors would benefit significantly from better 
integration of nature conservation in sectors such as economics, development, education, health and 
wellbeing, sport, the arts and culture. 

Appropriate safeguarding of nature can be achieved through sound nature management. Sound nature 
management requires the active management of protected areas and protected species by full time 
conservation professionals, a strong focus on the provision of communication, education and awareness, 
active research and monitoring and interaction with stakeholders. Addressing serious anthropogenic 
threats to nature, including invasive species and the restoration or enhancement of degraded systems, is 
an integral part of sound nature management.
 
This Nature Policy Plan is guided not only by the international treaties and conventions to which 
the Kingdom is signatory, but also by regional accords and national legislation for the protection, 
development and wise use of nature and biodiversity in the Dutch Caribbean.
 
The Nature Policy Plan provides a basis for sound decision-making including resource and funding 
allocation and includes clear strategic goals to indicate where attention needs to focus if nature is to be 
adequately safeguarded.
Implicit in the Plan is that successful nature conservation in the Dutch Caribbean requires the full 
engagement of a spectrum of stakeholders and that the Nature Policy Plan should therefore be seen, not 
only as a way to protect nature, but also as a means to ensure the ongoing engagement of stakeholders, 
recognizing their diverse roles and responsibilities.
 
The Nature Policy Plan provides a key policy tool to promote and create socio-economic and human 
well-being and to stimulate the integration—or mainstreaming—of nature conservation into diverse 
government and socio-economic sectors.

Furthermore, this Nature Policy Plan is intended to serve as a framework for the Dutch Caribbean as a 
whole. For nature conservation to be efficient and effective, wherever possible, actions indicated in this 
Plan will be structured in such a way that they can be implemented throughout the Dutch Caribbean.  
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B. Management of nature and biodiversity
Small islands with fragile ecosystems, which are susceptible to severe weather events such as hurricanes 
and droughts rely on recolonisation by larvae or seeds from surrounding areas or islands. They are 
therefore highly dependent on good management of nature on neighbouring islands; in this way nature 
policy requires an international context, which is achieved largely through international agreements and 
regional cooperation. 

The Netherlands is a party to the Treaties important for nature conservation in the Caribbean, namely: 
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 
(Ramsar Convention), the Cartagena Convention with its Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) 
Protocol, the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS, aka Bonn Convention), the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), the Inter-American Convention for the protection 
of sea turtles (IAC), and the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI). Regional cooperation is oriented 
towards neighbouring countries such as St. Kitts and Nevis, Venezuela, France, the Dominican Republic, 
the United Kingdom and the United States of America, participation in the Western Hemisphere 
Migratory Species Initiative (WHMSI), as well as in Regional Fisheries Management Organisations 
(RFMOs). 

The requirements of the Treaties are stated in the Nature Conservation Framework Act BES [Wet 
grondslagen natuurbeheer en bescherming BES] (WgnBES) 

Targets for successful nature conservation

The designation and active management of protected areas and the protection of threatened and 
endangered species is central to successful nature conservation in the Dutch Caribbean. For nature 
conservation to be successful a number of targets need to be met.

Each island should meet or exceed the following:

•	 Legally designate protected land areas covering at least 20% of the island surface area 
•	 Legally designate marine protected areas, which include all substantial areas of coral reefs, seagrass 

and mangrove forest. 
•	 Designate at least 30% of Marine Protected Areas as ‘no take’ zones
•	 Create adequate buffer zones and corridors (e.g. 500m buffers around protected areas)
•	 Legally protect RAMSAR sites and other sites of high conservation value such as Important Bird 

Areas and include such areas in all spatial planning
•	 Legally protect all IUCN Red List and SPAW listed species

These targets are derived from recommendations and targets set by leading international conservation 
organisations including the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas, RAMSAR Commission and 
UNESCO World Heritage. 
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Roles and responsibilities

In the Dutch Caribbean nature is managed in part by National Government and Island Governments but 
predominantly through a network of effective partnerships with non-governmental organisations and 
private sector partners.

Therefore a prerequisite for success is to ensure excellent coordination and cooperation of actions by the 
different partners taking into account their different roles and responsibilities. 

The National Government 

From a National Government perspective the starting point for nature conservation on the islands is the 
recognition that nature is a local island resource and should therefore be managed by the island that 
directly benefits from this resource. 

From a Kingdom perspective the National Government also seeks to co-operate closely with the other 
autonomous countries in the Kingdom, i.e. Aruba, Curaçao and St. Maarten.

The National Government has the ultimate responsibility for special areas, species and regulations of 
international concern which are mentioned in international treaties and conventions, to which the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands is signatory.  It is therefore the responsibility of the National Government 
to see to it that nature on the islands is adequately managed. This includes a responsibility to facilitate 
the implementation of relevant regional and international treaties and conventions such as the Specially 
Protected Areas and Wildlife, or SPAW protocol and the CITES treaty. Internationally protected areas also 
include internationally recognised RAMSAR sites, as well as BirdLife designated Important Bird Areas, 
and internationally protected species.

Specifically, based on the international obligations, the National Government must see to it that through 
local governments nature areas of special value such as coral reefs, mangroves, seagrass areas, cloud 
forests, wetlands and other areas designated as protected areas, are conserved, maintained and 
restored, and their resilience and capacity to adapt to climate change are optimised.

The National Government also has the task of conferring National Park status on parks which, according 
to the National Government and based on internationally recognised criteria, can be designated as 
such. The National Government will confirm the specific criteria used to award National Park status 
and will ensure that designated National Parks meet good governance standards such as having up to 
date management plans and provide Annual Reports and Financial Statements to the Ministry on a 
yearly basis. The Minister of Economic affairs, Agriculture and Innovation (EL&I) is directly responsible 
for management of the areas outside of the immediate jurisdiction of the islands of the Caribbean 
Netherlands, such as the ocean beyond the islands’ territorial waters (Exclusive Economic Zone – EEZ).
At the Island Government’s request the National Government can assist the Island Governments in the 
execution of tasks they themselves are unable to fulfill.
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Furthermore, the Minister will establish a nature commission to advise the Minister and the Island 
Governments on measures relevant to the implementation of the Nature Conservation Framework Act BES. 

The National Government recognises that it has an obligation to communicate about the importance of 
nature in the Dutch Caribbean. This includes providing information to the Dutch general public as well 
as the inhabitants of the islands, stakeholders and visitors. The focus of the Ministry’s communication 
efforts lies in building an awareness of the importance of Dutch Caribbean nature and conservation as a 
cornerstone for sustainable economic development on the islands.

The Island Governments

According to the Nature Conservation Framework Act BES, the primary responsibility for nature 
management on the islands lies with the local Island Government themselves. This includes the 
management of those species or areas that have been identified internationally as needing special 
protection. 

The Island Governments are responsible for designating protected areas. Governments have designated 
both terrestrial and marine protected areas and delegated the responsibility for day-to-day management 
to local non-governmental organisations. The Island Governments nevertheless remain responsible for 
ensuring adequate resources, personnel and financing for the management of these areas.

The Island Governments are also responsible for nature outside of the designated protected areas

Furthermore, in order to safeguard nature the Island Governments must ensure adequate legal 
protection through Island Ordinances, and adequate policy protection by developing and implementing 
Global Zoning Plans, which clearly designate and protect areas of conservation interest, Nature Policy 
Plans and Environmental Policy Plans.

Island Governments are responsible for ensuring that nature conservation inside and outside of 
designated protected areas is adequately resourced and funded and that policy, planning, legislation and 
law enforcement are sufficient to adequately protect the island’s natural resources. They are also bound 
to ensure that the requirements of international treaties and conventions are met.

Currently, Island Governments have a department dedicated to nature conservation and environmental 
issues but overall lack the capacity for nature management and mainstreaming of nature conservation.

Non-governmental nature conservation organisations (NGOs

Regional organisation 

The Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA) is a regional network, which assists the nature conservation 
organisations throughout the Dutch Caribbean to safeguard nature and promote sustainable 
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management of the islands’ natural resources. DCNA facilitates networking 
between the islands, builds local capacity for conservation management 
as well as represents the islands’ regional concerns. Additionally DCNA 
manages a Trust Fund, the aim of which is to secure a sustainable financial 
future for designated protected areas throughout the Dutch Caribbean.

DCNA works in close co-operation with the Ministry of EL&I and other 
ministries as well as a broad spectrum of non-governmental organisations 
nationally and internationally to improve networking and foster excellent 
relations within the Kingdom. 

Currently DCNA is responsible to the Ministry of the Interior for a 
ten-year subsidy, which supports the legally designated protected 
area management organisation in the Dutch Caribbean through the 
establishment and capitalization of a conservation Trust Fund.

Island organisations

The Island Government on each of the islands of the Dutch Caribbean 
has formally delegated the management of their protected areas to local 
non-governmental nature management organisations. In the case of the 
Caribbean Netherlands, these are Stichting Nationale Parken Bonaire 
(STINAPA Bonaire), Saba Conservation Foundation (SCF) and St. Eustatius 
National Parks (STENAPA).
 
These non-governmental park management organisations manage 
the legally designated protected areas on their islands through local 
legislation, and some have management contracts with their Island 
Governments. They are required to produce annual reports and financial 
statements.

Park management organisations are board members of the Dutch 
Caribbean Nature Alliance.
A number of other well managed and active conservation organisations 
exist on the islands, which work to protect particular areas and/or 
species, such as sea turtles and parrots. DCNA holds two board seats for 
representatives of these organisations.

Other organisations involved in nature conservation on the islands include 
the private sector where businesses support conservation management on 
the macro- and micro-scale such as by managing RAMSAR sites and bird 
breeding areas, through reef clean ups and restoration projects as well as 
research and educational establishments which have a strong interest in 
the state of the islands natural resources.
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C. Resources
Resources, and particularly funding for nature conservation in the Caribbean Netherlands comes from 
a variety of sources, principally funds generated by the parks and nature conservation organisations 
themselves (through admission fees, franchises, grants, sales, etc.), as well as funding from National and 
Island Government budgets.

However, nature conservation in the Caribbean Netherlands is woefully under-resourced and 
inadequately funded.

National Government funding

Whilst the National Government contributes a significant amount of funding to nature conservation 
in the Caribbean Netherlands, funding for conservation on the ground is still inadequate and there 
is a need for a consistent source of funding for nature conservation organisations, particularly those 
managing protected areas. 

Since the constitutional change in 2010, finances for nature management have been channeled to the 
local Island Governments in the Caribbean Netherlands as part of their yearly funds from the “BES 
fonds” [BES fund]. The National Government has indicated that at least €0.8 million should be used for 
nature conservation, however, actual funding allocations and spending are at the discretion of the Island 
Governments. 

Additionally €0.6 million is allocated annually by the Ministry of EL&I to maintain a presence and 
activities for nature conservation, agriculture and fisheries in the Caribbean Netherlands. Additional 
funds are available for research and monitoring (approximately €0.5 million in 2012). 

In 2012 the Dutch Parliament allocated additional resources [“Lenteakkoord”] to the Caribbean 
Netherlands (BES islands) as follows:

Conform het Begrotingsakkkoord zullen middelen worden verstrekt ten behoeve van beheer, behoud en 
ontwikkeling van natuur in Caribisch Nederland (BES-eilanden). Het is mijn voorstel dit te richten op onder 
meer exotenbestrijding, herstel van natuur, toegankelijkheid van natuurparken, capaciteitsopbouw en 
educatie. Mede met het oog op de ontwikkeling van een duurzame economie ligt het voor de hand om ook 
te kijken naar andere zaken die (indirect) raken aan natuur en milieu op de eilanden. Hierbij denk ik onder 
meer aan inhaalslagen ten aanzien van afvalwaterzuivering, drinkwater, riolering, (wind)energie, eco-
toerisme, rampenbestrijding (olieterminals), afvalverwerking, en ecologische landbouw, veeteelt en visserij. 
De nadere uitwerking wordt meegenomen in de opstelling van het natuurbeleidsplan dat voorzien is voor 
november dit jaar. Hierover zal uw Kamer nader geïnformeerd worden. (kamerbrief 4 juni 2012)

[Translation: These funds are earmarked for conservation, management and development of nature 
and are targeted at such things as combating invasive species, restoration/reclamation of nature, 
accessibility of nature parks, capacity building, and education. In consideration also of development 
of sustainable economy, this may also include other subjects that (indirectly) impact on nature and 
environment on the islands, such as catching up on adequate waste water treatment, drinking water, 
sewerage, (wind) energy, ecotourism, disaster preparedness (oil terminals), waste management and 
ecological agriculture husbandry and fisheries.]
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Finally the Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance receives an amount of €1 million annually of which € 
750,000 is used to capitalize a nature conservation Trust Fund for the Dutch Caribbean and € 250,000 is 
used to support the parks and nature conservation in the region. 

Local government subsidies

Island Government subsidies currently cover less than 50% of the operational costs of the islands legally 
designated protected areas (Bonaire 4%, Saba 17%, St. Eustatius 48% (from 2011 Financial Statements)).
 
Nature conservation organisation income

The current situation means that all nature conservation organisations in the Dutch Caribbean are 
substantially underfunded and consequently unable to fulfill their legal mandates.

The majority of the funding which is available to manage nature in the Caribbean Netherlands is 
generated by the conservation organisations themselves through a combination of user fees, franchises, 
grants, sales and similar. 

User admission fees

Bonaire and Saba were among the first places in the world to introduce admission fees for the use of 
their marine parks over twenty years ago. The funds raised have enabled them to continue actively 
managing their parks. The Bonaire Marine Park, particularly, set an example, which has been copied 
worldwide and has now become standard practice. 

Although user fees are a very useful instrument, they are often insufficient, either because the revenues 
depend on unpredictable outside sources such as tourism, or because the small scale of the island and 
the correspondingly limited number of users combined with acceptable levels of fees simply does not 
provide sufficient income. 

Grants

Financial support is also generated by the nature conservation organisations in the Dutch Caribbean 
from private funds such as Nationale Postcode Loterij, World Wildlife Fund Netherlands (WWF-NL), 
Vogelbescherming Nederland, etc
Overview of Park income (figures derived from audited financial statements 2011)

 Income source STINAPA % SCF % STENAPA %

Government Subsidies 41,723.00 4% 28,158.00 17% 97,064.00 48%

Service/Admission Fees 846,720.00 85% 89,744.00 53% 28,981.00 14%

Grants 60,510.00 6% 28,463.00 17% 61,862.00 31%

Donations/Souvenir sales 20,744.00 2% 17,246.00 10% 10,749.00 5%

Other Income 25,407.00 3% 6,976.00 4% 2,692.00 1%

TOTAL 995,104.00 170,587.00 201,348.00



10 Nature Policy Paper

D. Strategic Goals
1. Mainstreaming nature

Ensure that the goals of nature conservation and sustainable use are integrated into all sectors of 
government.

Mainstreaming is essential to successful nature conservation. 

All sectors of society depend on an array of goods and services produced by biologically productive 
ecosystems. Conversely all sectors of society have an impact on biodiversity and many sectors would 
benefit significantly from better integration with nature conservation such as economics, development, 
education, health and wellbeing, sport, the arts and culture.

An integrated ‘mainstream’ approach ensures that:
•	 Spatial development takes into account conservation areas and concerns both on land and in the 

coastal waters
•	 Development practices are sustainable (through the application of coastal construction guidelines, 

guidelines for piers, etc.)
•	 Nature is a cross sectoral theme embedded in formal education (where local nature issues, species 

and themes are used to teach language, math, arts, etc.)
•	 The importance of green spaces and access to nature is recognised by the health care sector and 

integrated into patient treatment 

Strategic Goals Responsible Agency
[Lead agency first]

International Affairs

Foster international cooperation by actively participating in international, regional and bilateral 
initiatives relevant to nature conservation

National Government
NGOs

Facilitate cooperation on nature policy development and implementation with Aruba, Curaçao and 
St. Maarten, for example through the implementation of the Aruba Protocol and the development of 
similar Protocols with Curaçao and St. Maarten

National Government

Foster international co-operation and agreements for common management policies with countries 
and territories adjacent to the Exclusive Economic Zone in particular the French and British Overseas 
Territories.

National Government

Integrate support for nature into the Coast Guard policy and action plans National Government

Evaluate EU regulations and requirements for overseas territories and develop guidelines for 
implementation if necessary National Government

Facilitate SPAW recognition of protected areas in the Dutch Caribbean National Government

Economic Affairs

Evaluate the financial instruments available to fund nature conservation in the Dutch Caribbean and 
make recommendations aimed at ensuring a sustainable financial future for the region

National Government
Island Governments

Develop a financing plan to ensure that nature conservation on the islands is optimally funded and 
that the long term financial sustainability is ensured such as via the capitalization of a conservation 
Trust Fund 

National Government 
Island Governments

Develop a National Parks package outlining criteria for designation and good governance and 
reporting requirements of National Parks National Government

Issue National Park designation to eligible island protected areas National Government

Ensure that the biodiversity and protected areas of the Dutch Caribbean are included in Dutch 
National registries (such as the National Red List species) National Government
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Develop a programme for the socio-economic valuation of biodiversity and ecosystem services (TEEB) 
applicable to the islands of the Dutch Caribbean, which can be used for decision making

National Government 
Island Governments 
NGOs

Highlight work opportunities associated with nature and conservation Island Governments

Develop guidelines for sustainable nature tourism development Island Governments

Develop guidelines and incentives for innovation in the field of sustainable development and 
sustainable living relevant to the Dutch Caribbean (such as green deals)

National Government
Island Governments
NGOs

Develop and implement Access and Benefit Sharing guidelines based on international agreements National Government 
Island Governments

Promote relevant sustainable agricultural guidelines and best practice Island governments
National Government

Promote relevant sustainable fisheries guidelines and best practice Island Governments
National Government

Environmental Affairs

Develop and implement guidelines for coastal construction, sustainable shipping practices and  water 
management. 

National Government
Island Government
NGOs

Establish criteria, processes and best practices for the implementation and evaluation of 
Environmental Impact Assessments

National Government
Island Government

Develop a framework for the implementation of Global Zoning plans relevant to nature conservation Island Government
National Government

Develop mitigation, restoration and compensation guidelines for spatial development National Government

Legal affairs

Review and assess current national and local legislation concerning nature conservation, in order to define:
1. shortcomings and obstacles for the adequate implementation of international obligations, such 

as SPAW, RAMSAR, IBA, on nature conservation: 
- effective protection of internationally protected species;
- effective protection of internationally protected habitats

2. adjustments and additions, necessary for realisation of the goals set in the national and island 
Nature Policy Plans

National Government
Island Governments

Adapt and amend current national and local legislation where necessary and according to the results 
and recommendations in the abovementioned legal review and assessment

National Government
Island Governments

Review and assess possibilities of synergy between the realisation of the nature conservation goals 
and public policy concerning spatial planning, environment and maritime management, for example 
by effective or efficient use of legislative instruments concerning those policy areas.

National Government
Island Governments

Ensure current Nature Policy Plan for Caribbean Netherlands (review every five years)
National Government
Island Governments 
NGOs

Ensure Island Nature Policy Plans for each island (review every five years)
Island Governments
NGOs
National Government

Ensure Environmental Policy Plans for each island (review every five years)
Island Government
NGOs
National Government

Conduct a review of Dutch and European guidelines and legislation for their applicability to the 
Caribbean Netherlands’ situation

National Government 
Island Governments 

Review implementation of international and regional conservation regulations, such as SPAW and 
RAMSAR National Government

Ensure implementation of CITES regulations as stated by the Nature Conservation Framework Act BES 
and national regulation on implementation of the CITES-treaty (Regeling uitvoering Cites-verdrag]. National Government

Human Affairs

Develop guidelines for integration of local nature and nature conservation in school curricula National Government

Develop guidelines for the creation, use and management of green areas and recreational areas to 
enhance community wellbeing Island Governments

Provide guidelines to optimize human health and social well-being through nature and nature 
conservation in the Caribbean such as “healthy parks, healthy people”

National Government
Island Governments
Nature organisations
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2. Nature management

Biodiversity conservation is optimised through planning and management focused on appropriate areas 
and species. 

Sound nature management is essential to successful nature conservation. This is particularly true in 
isolated small island settings where space is perhaps the most significant limiting factor effecting the 
survival of the islands native plants, animals and ecosystems. 

The designation and active management of protected areas as well as the protection of particularly 
threatened or endangered species and their habitats forms the cornerstone of nature conservation in 
the Dutch Caribbean and is central to the work of the non-governmental, not-for profit organisations 
which are active in nature conservation throughout the region.  

Sound nature management requires:
•	 Protected area/species management: protected areas and protected species are actively managed 

by full time conservation professionals
•	 Research and monitoring: nature management is informed and guided by strategic research and 

monitoring programmes and facilitates management driven research
•	 Communication, education and awareness: nature in the Dutch Caribbean is recognised for its high 

biodiversity, fragility and high economic value 
•	 Addressing serious anthropogenic threats to nature, including invasive species
•	 Restoration and/or enhancement of degraded systems

Strategic goals Responsible Agency
[Lead agency first]

Protected areas and protected species management

Coordinate joint management of EEZ by all Caribbean entities of the Kingdom National Government

Develop and implement EEZ management plan with a focus on the Saba Bank National Government, 
Nature organisations

Establish Marine Mammal Sanctuary within the Exclusive Economic Zone National Government

Ensure active management and protection of the Saba Bank as a PSSA within the Exclusive Economic Zone National Government

Develop Marine Spatial Planning instrument for the management of the EEZ waters within the 
context of the cooperative management of the EEZ of all the Kingdom entities in the Caribbean. National Government

Ensure active management of at least one legally designated terrestrial protected area on each island 
(minimum 20% of island)

NGOs
Island  Governments
National Government

Ensure active management of at least one legally designated marine protected area protecting coral 
reefs, seagrass beds and mangrove forests

NGOs
Island Governments
National Government

Designate at least 30% of marine protected areas as  “no take” zones Island  Governments

Develop guidelines for the establishment of buffer zones and corridors to optimize conservation of 
legally protected areas and areas of high conservation value Island Governments

Address land tenure, ownership and access issues affecting protected areas
National Government
Island Governments
NGOs
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Ensure all legally designated protected areas have current management plans NGOs
Island Governments

Develop species management plans for endangered and/or locally threatened species (such as IUCN 
Red List species or those listed by SPAW)

NGOs
Island Governments

Identify and map areas of high conservation value inside and outside of protected areas such as High 
Priority Ecosystems, RAMSAR sites, Important Bird Areas and develop guidelines for their protection

Island Governments
NGOs

Develop guidelines for protected area management standards and requirements NGOs

Evaluate the needs of nature conservation organisations for internal capacity building and develop 
guidelines to build and strengthen capacity 

NGOs
Island Government

Evaluate and address issues of enforcement capacity on the islands in the field of environmental and 
nature legislation 

Island Governments
National Government 

Develop initiatives aimed at capacity building within nature conservation organisations including 
annual/bi-annual meetings of stakeholders (Nature Fora) NGOs

Research and monitoring

Develop and implement Biodiversity Monitoring Strategy including the establishment of an 
appropriate system of governance, stakeholder involvement, communication and outreach for the 
Dutch Caribbean

NGOs /
National Government
Island Governments

Develop and populate a biodiversity information database for the Dutch Caribbean
NGOs /
National Government
Island Government

Develop a common research agenda for the Dutch Caribbean
NGOs
National Government
Island Governments 

Develop a framework for co-operation with research and educational establishments, based on their 
strengths and interests as well as the needs within the Dutch Caribbean

National Government 
/ NGOs
Island Governments

Create a steering committee to coordinate biodiversity research, monitoring and data management 
and organize annual meetings

National Government, 
Island Governments 
NGOs

Conduct thorough baseline mapping (physical and biological) of the Saba Bank National Government

Conduct thorough baseline mapping (biological) of National Parks and protected areas
National Government
NGOs
Island Governments

Conduct inventory and mapping of areas not designated as conservation areas that yet may contain 
habitats and/or species of high conservation value 

Island Governments 
National Government 
NGOs

Communication, Education and Awareness

Develop an integrated plan to strengthen nature education programme for the Dutch Caribbean Island Governments
NGOs

Develop and implement communication strategy to inform the Dutch public, islanders, stakeholders, 
policy makers and visitors about the value and fragility of nature on the islands 

National Government 
NGOs

Anthropogenic threats to nature

Develop guidelines to address (potential) threat from invasive species
National Government
Island Government
NGOs

Develop guidelines and management plans to address serious anthropogenic threats to nature 
focusing on legally protected areas and species

Island Governments
NGOs

Develop and implement guidelines to regulate the importation of exotic species 

Restoration/enhancement of degraded systems

Develop criteria to evaluate when ecosystem enhancement and /or restoration is necessary National Government
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