


Introduction

The unique natural wonders of our tiny Dutch Caribbean 
islands demand that we stand together to safeguard their 
fragile and extraordinary biological diversity. That’s the 
idea at the heart of the Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance 
(DCNA). On all six islands of the Dutch Caribbean, Aruba, 
Bonaire, Curaçao, Saba, St Eustatius and St Maarten, 
dedicated conservationists are working hard to protect 
and preserve the plants and wildlife, ecosystems and 
habitats on their islands and in the surrounding seas. 

By creating a united voice and sharing our resources, 
skills and experience, we can strengthen conservation 
initiatives on each of our islands. By working together we 
can have a united voice to the outside world to lobby for 
attention, funding, support and resources.
 
This is the Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance. An umbrella 
organization created by the parks of the Dutch Caribbe-
an in a grass roots initiative to protect nature and to pro-
mote the sustainable management of natural resources 
on all six of our islands.

Experience has taught us that we cannot do this alone. 

DCNA is seeking partners in conservation who can help 
us to meet these challenging goals.  Support is urgently 
needed for well managed but struggling parks as well as 
funding for hands on conservation projects and invest-
ment, which will help to create a sustainable funding fu-
ture for conservation in the Dutch Caribbean. 

Dutch Caribbean Islands

Windward Islands
Saba
St Eustatius
St Maarten

Leeward Islands
Aruba
Bonaire
Curaçao
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Nature in the Dutch Caribbean

With an estimated 14,500 species of plants and animals, 
the islands of the Dutch Caribbean are blessed with a 
stunning diversity of tropical plants and animals. Parks  
provide a safe haven for globally threatened and endan-
gered ecosystems such as coral reefs, seagrass beds, 
mangroves and untouched tropical rain forests as well 
hundreds of threatened and endemic species including 
turtles, corals, unique birds, reptiles and plants.
 
Amongst the many globally threatened and endangered 
species, which thrive on and around the islands are over 
50 species of hard coral, eight birds of prey, five species 
of globally endangered sea turtle (four of which use the 
islands as their nesting ground), along with humming-
birds and flamingos, two species of iguana, the Queen 
conch, 17 species of cactus, 22 species of orchid, the 
tree fern and lignum vitae, to name but a few.
 
There are six wetlands of international significance in the 
Dutch Caribbean, which have been accepted on the inter-
nationally recognised RAMSAR wetland list five of which 
are located on the tiny island of Bonaire. 

The islands are home to over 1% of the world’s fragile 
coral reefs and include unique marine environments 
such as the deep waters surrounding the oceanic islands 
of Bonaire and Curaçao and the Saba Bank. The Saba 
Bank is an incredible submerged coral reef atoll, which 
has the highest diversity of marine plants of any system 
in the Caribbean and continues to reveal species new to 
science. A recent research voyage discovered a remark-
able new species of fish and between 12 and 20 new spe-
cies of algae which were previously unknown to science. 

The islands of Saba and St Eustatius boast primary and 
secondary rainforests and Saba has a cloud forest eco-
system unique in the world. Bonaire, together with its sis-

Juvenile Iguana

3



ter islands, is home to over two hundred species and sub 
species of endemic plants and animals, which are found 
on these islands alone and no where else on earth. 

The Dutch Caribbean is without a doubt home to the 
most untouched nature and supports the highest bio-
logical diversity to be found anywhere within the King-
dom of the Netherlands. 

Threats

This incredible biodiversity occurs on islands, which are 
small and as a consequence under considerable pres-
sure from increasing populations, coastal development 
and exploitation by business interests, particularly the 
tourism sector.

The islands are heavily reliant on their superb natural re-
sources as the cornerstone of their tourism dependent 
economies. It has been shown that the parks provide 
millions of dollars in direct and indirect revenues to the 
islands from tourism. Any decrease in biological value 
will have significant and dire economic consequences in 
terms of the islands’ future economic viability and the 
health and well being of island residents.

Parks in the Dutch Caribbean

The Dutch Caribbean boasts amongst the best man-
aged parks and most effective species protection in 
the Caribbean. Each island has at least one park and 
most have both land and marine parks in place and un-
der active management. Parks are run by professional 
full time staff and are managed as foundations by local 
boards on a co-management basis where local stake-
holder interests are included on the boards. The Statia Morning Glory is the rarest species in the Dutch Kingdom
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Island
Management 

Body
Protected area Area and special features

Aruba
Fundacion 

Parke
Nacional Arikok

Parke Nacional
Arikok

This terrestrial park was established in 2003. It is 3400 hectares and covers approximately 17% of  the land 
area of  Aruba. It includes the island’s highest hill, Jamanota and protects various exotic cacti, around 50 spe-
cies of  tree and is the last refuge of  the island’s endemic rattlesnake, the ‘cascabel’.

Bonaire
STINAPA
Bonaire

Bonaire
National

Marine Park

The marine park extends from the high water mark to the 60m depth contour around Bonaire and Klein Bonaire 
encompassing an area of  approximately 2,700 hectares. It includes continuous fringing coral reefs, seagrass and 
mangroves. It was established in 1979.

Klein Bonaire
An uninhabited satellite island off  Bonaire’s western shore the island includes some of  the most undisturbed 
vegetation on Bonaire and is an important stop over point for migrating birds and nesting grounds for endan-
gered hawksbill and loggerhead turtles. It was declared a protected are in 2000.

Washington
Slagbaai

National Park

Established in 1969, it encompasses almost 17% (13,500 hectares) of  the land area of  Bonaire and includes 
Mount Brandaris, the island’s highest point. A wide diversity of  habitats can be found in the Park which pro-
vides a safe haven for the endemic lora, flamingos and iguana.

Curaçao
CARMABI

Foundation

Curaçao
Underwater 

Park

The Curaçao Underwater Park was established in 1983. The seaward boundary is the 60m depth contour and 
on the shore side the boundary is the high-water mark. The park covers a total surface area of  600 hectares on 
the leeward shore and includes pristine fringing reef.

Christoffel Park
A protected wildlife reserve and garden covering 1,820 hectares. Mt. Christoffel is in the centre of  the park, 
and is the island’s highest point. The park contains rare and endemic flora and fauna.

Shete Boca Established in 1994 the Shete Boca covers approximately 470 hectares of  coastline

Saba
Saba

Conservation
Foundation

Saba National
Marine Park

The Saba National Marine Park was established in 1987. It surrounds the island stretching from the high-water 
mark to a depth of  60m and includes coral pinnacles, the seabed and overlying waters. It covers 820 hectares. 

Saba’s Hiking Trail 
system and Muriel 
Thissel Nature Park

the Saba Conservation Foundation, through an agreement with the Saba Island Government, is responsible for 
the maintenance and repair of  Saba’s public hiking trail system. The SCF, by way of  a donation from the This-
sell family, owns 35 Ha of  land on what is locally refered to as the former sulphur mine property.

St Eustatius

St Eustatius
National 

Parks
Foundation
(STENAPA)

Statia National
Marine Park

The St. Eustatius National Marine Park includes the waters around the island from the high water mark to the 
30m depth contour.  It was designated in 1996 and is approximately 4,700 hectares including two actively 
managed no fishing zones.

Quill and Boven
National Park

Comprises a dormant volcano, the Quill, and Boven, an area of  hills on the northern tip of  St. Eustatius. The 
trails to, in and around the Quill have been open since 2000. It was established in 1997 and covers 540 hect-
ares including lush secondary rain forest and almost all of  the 482 wild plant species found on the island

Botanical
Gardens

The Botanical Gardens cover and area of  5.3 hectares

St Maarten
Nature

Foundation
St Maarten

St Maarten
Marine Park

The Marine Park surrounds the entire Dutch side of  the island from the coastal waters and beaches to the 60m 
depth contour. The Park covers approximately 5,200 hectares and includes mangroves, seagrass beds and coral 
reefs. The park is a major breeding area for marine birds such as the frigate and home to fish, turtles and conch.
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The model provided by the Bonaire National Marine 
Park, has been copied successfully throughout the re-
gion and around the world, as far afield as Indonesia. 

Looking beyond their intrinsic biological value the is-
lands long ago recognized the need to protect and con-
serve their fragile natural resources. The first land park 
was established on Bonaire in 1969 and the first marine 
park was established just ten years later. Each island 
has at least one fully functioning marine park and/or 
land park. Some have received global recognition such 
as Bonaire’s National Marine Park, which has been listed 
as a Demonstration Site and the Saba National Marine 
Park, which has been recognized as a Target Site by the 
International Coral Reef Action Network and UNEP.

DCNA

The Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA) is a non 
profit foundation registered with the Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry of St Maarten and Bonaire. Estab-
lished in February 2005, DCNA has a Board made up of 
representatives of each of the park management organi-
sations, financial experts and other conservation inter-
ests from throughout the Dutch Caribbean.

Additionally DCNA is supported by a distinguished Coun-
cil of Patrons which is headed by Her Majesty Queen 
Beatrix of the Netherlands. 

Green sea turtle
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One of DCNA’s highlights: Her Majesty Queen Beatrix’ visit to Klein 
Bonaire, after which she decided to become patron of DCNA.

DCNA’s vision is to safeguard the biodiversity and pro-
mote the sustainable management of the natural re-
sources of the islands of the Dutch Caribbean, both on 
land and in the water, for the benefit of present and 
future generations, by supporting and assisting the pro-
tected area management organizations and nature con-
servation activities in the Dutch Caribbean. 
DCNA aims to achieve this vision by:

• Fundraising and securing long term sources of financ-
ing for nature conservation including setting up and 
capitalizing a Trust Fund large enough to cover the 
operational costs of one land and one marine park on 
each island 

• Promoting and representing the goals and activities 
of Dutch Caribbean nature conservation nationally 
and internationally to garner support and to ensure 
that nature conservation on the islands is not over-
looked 

• Providing a central accessible repository for informa-
tion about nature and protected areas, and encour-
aging communication and exchange of information, 
resources and expertise between parks and conser-
vation organizations inside and outside of the Dutch 
Caribbean 

• Promoting capacity building, training and partner-
ship-building including technical resource sharing 
which is essential if the parks are to grow and func-
tion optimally

• Promoting educational outreach and public aware-
ness to ensure that decision makers and islanders, 
businesses and tourists understand and appreciate 
the urgent need to safeguard the islands’ natural re-
sources.
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Kaya Grandi #20 Phone: +599.717.5010
Kralendijk, Bonaire E-mail: dcna@telbonet.an
Dutch Caribbean Web: www.DCNAnature.org

DCNA’s activities are funded through the support of  the Dutch
Postcode Lottery and the Dutch Ministry of  the Interior (BZK).


