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TO SAVE !



DCNA’s activities are funded through the support of the Dutch
Postcode Lottery and the Dutch Ministry of the Interior (BZK).

On the busy Dutch Caribbean island 

of St Maarten there exists a beautiful 

former plantation known as the 

“Emilio Wilson Estate”...

...With the help of the Dutch Postcode 

Lottery, this estate could become the very 

first terrestrial protected area on St Maarten. 
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The Estate

The Emilio Wilson Estate, a 108 acre (436,000 m² ) oasis for the island’s native 
trees and plants would be transformed from derelict buildings and overgrown 
hillside by two of DCNA’s member foundations, the Nature Foundation and 
the Emilio Wilson Estate Foundation into a unique terrestrial park designed to 
promote St Maarten’s natural and cultural history.

These foundations are pledged to work together to purchase and restore this 
unique corner of St Maarten’s natural heritage and transform it into a multiuse 
park with visitor centre, trails and a variety of recreational and educational 
programmes for islanders and tourists alike. 

The plantation is located in an area known as “Cul-de-Sac”, which was once the 
island’s most important sugar cane area. The Sentry Plantation (as the Emilio 
Wilson Estate was formerly known) dates back to the mid 1600s and in its day it 
was at the heart of the sugar cane industry and amongst the most prosperous 
plantations on St Maarten. 

Over the intervening four hundred years the plantation has changed hands and 
been renamed numerous times and is steeped in local culture and slave history. 
At one time part of the property was the official residence of Commander John 
Philips, the island’s first Commander. In the 1800’s the plantation passed to the 
illustrious van Romondt family who sold the estate in 1954 to Emilio Wilson 
after whom it is now named. When he died in 2002 a small part of the estate 
was left to the Island Government and the rest passed to his sister law and then 
into private hands. 

During colonial times land on St Maarten was intensely cultivated and as a 
result the original native vegetation has been all but wiped out. Some last 
remnants can be  found in the high hills and peaks including Sentry Hill where 
the Emilio Wilson Estate is located. Trees considered rare on St Maarten such 
as gum trees, locust trees, redwoods and white frangipani are all found here 
in abundance along with some of the oldest Silk Cotton trees, Tamarind and 
colourful Flambouyant trees on the island.

There are mosses, lichens, fungi and flowering plants, including bromeliads 
and orchids, which attract butterflies, moths, dragon-flies, bats, lizards, birds 
including an abundance of humming birds. It is also believed to be a last refuge 
of the nearly extinct local grass snake and St Maarten’s endangered doves.

The top of Sentry Hill has some impressive geological features including large 
rock formations and caves as well as offering magnificent views of the main 
town, Philipsburg in the east and Cole Bay to the west.
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Executive Summary

In addition to the pristine vegetation on Sentry Hill the property consists of the 
ruins of the John Philips residence and Emilio Wilson’s house a windmill, wells, 
caves, slave paths and a small public park.
The Emilio Wilson Estate is owned by Mr H. Brookson (50%) and Mssrs Paas 
(50%) in partnership with Mr H. Brookson. 

Emilio Wilson Estate is currently on the market for US$ 6 million. Whilst in 
July 2008 the Executive Council of St Maarten resolved to have the entire 
estate designated as a protected monument and zoned for conservation, 
development pressure on St Maarten is intense and swift action is required 
before this prime is snapped up and irrevocably lost.

The Dutch Postcode Lottery has a unique opportunity to purchase the Emilio 
Wilson Estate and safeguard some of the most pristine nature environment 
left on St Maarten. 
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Management

The Nature Foundation together with the Emilio Wilson Estate Foundation are 
committed to purchasing and jointly managing the Emilio Wilson Estate and 
turning it into the Emilio Wilson Estate Ecological and Historical Centre. 

Their plans include:

restoring the historical buildings (old house of Emilio Wilson and •	
John Philips residence as well as the old water pumping windmill) for 
use as a museum and visitor centre
restoring and maintaining slave trails•	
developing recreational and educational programmes•	
surveying and maintaining the prolific and unique biodiversity•	

These Foundations have years of combined experience in conservation and 
environmental management on the island. The Nature Foundation manages 
the island’s Marine Park, as well as providing environmental education in 
schools, and advice to government. The Foundations’ staff and board members 
include local environmental engineers, nature conservation experts, financial 
experts, a former Lt. Governor of St. Maarten, a former acting Lt. Governor, 
historians and environmental activists.

Project plan

Pursue co-management agreements with the Nature Foundation of •	
St. Maarten and the Emilio Wilson Estate Foundation
Obtain sufficient funds to purchase Emilio Wilson Estate•	
Negotiate and purchase Emilio Wilson Estate property•	
Petition the Island Government of St Maarten to protect the site and •	
zone if for conservation
Reconstruct the historical ruins, residence for use as a museum and •	
visitor centre
Create and promote educational programs and activities for schools •	
Promote the area as recreational for tourists as well as residents•	
Run ecological and biological research and monitoring programmes•	
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Project Budget
Project costs for the purchase and establishment of the Emilio Wilson Estate as 
a successful centre amount to a total of US$ 7.5 million. 

The purchase price of the entire Plantation amounts to US$ 6 million and an 
additional US$1.5 million is needed for the initial restoration, development of 
museum and visitor centre, provision of infrastructure such as paths to fund a 
communication and outreach plan and essentially prepare the area for visitors 
and create forms of revenue generation to ensure sustainable management 
and operations.

In addition to the funding being requested from the Dutch Postcode Lottery 
the Foundations are committed to securing other investors such as businesses, 
banks and other organisations to provide assistance in the form of donations, 
grants or loans.

Communication plan

At the heart of this project lies in the once in a lifetime opportunity it affords 
to document the process of acquiring and developing a brand new land park 
for St Maarten. This project can be used to demonstrate what buying a lottery 
ticket in the Netherlands can do to support a local community in its struggle 
to safeguard the fragile natural resources of their island as well as preserving a 
part of their rich cultural history. 
In additional to regular news updates, press releases and outreach materials 
the foundations propose to document the process of acquiring, restoring and 
launching the site using local film-makers and videographers. This material will 
be available to broadcast on local TV and will be offered to Dutch media and 
film archives. 
The opportunity exists for numerous local and international media moments 
including:

On completion of the purchase agreement•	
During tree planting to restore the former forested areas on the •	
estate
During the opening of the renovated visitor centre and museum•	
When the project is completed and the Emilio Wilson Estate officially •	
opened

The foundations would welcome Dutch Postcode Lottery at all of these events 
and would be particularly proud to include them in the official opening 
ceremony on St Maarten. 
The Dutch Postcode lottery will be credited at the entrance to the park and 
on all printed and electronic materials including on the Emilio Wilson Estate 
website. 
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Appendix

Project application is submitted by 
Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA). 

Contact person :  Kalli De Meyer
Address  :   Kaya Grandi 20
   Bonaire. Dutch Caribbean
Email  :  director@DCNAnature.org
Telephone  : +599.717.5010
Website  : www.DCNAnature.org

Implementing Foundations on St Maarten

Foundation for the Management and Conservation of Nature on
St. Maarten
Mission: “To preserve and enhance the natural environment of St. Maarten 
through proper management, education, public awareness, law enforcement, 
scientific research and monitoring relating to all aspects of the terrestrial, wetland 
and marine surroundings.”

Contact person :  Jan Beaujon. Board Chairperson
Address  :   Fisherman’s Wharf
   Wellsburg Street 1a
   APT 25+26, Cole Bay,St. Maarten,    
   Netherlands Antilles
Email  :  Jan.Beaujon@wib-bank.net 
Telephone : Tel:  (599) 544-4267 
Website  : www.naturefoundationsxm.org

Foundation for the management and conservation of the Emilio Wilson 
Estate
Mission: “The protection, conservation and preservation of the entire Emilio 
Wilson Estate and all associated man-made as well as natural monuments in 
order to maintain the integrity of Sint Maarten’s history, culture and natural 
environment for the benefit of present and future generations.”

Contact Person : Rueben J. Thompson
Address : Gladiola Rd # 18                                                      
  Saunders, St. Maarten  
  Netherlands Antilles
Email : ruebenthompson@yahoo.com
Telephone :            Tel: (599) 524-1516 
Website :            www.sxmconservationfoundations.org/ewef
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Emilio Wilson Estate

Location: L.B. Scott Road, Dutch Cul-de-Sac   
 Sint Maarten, Netherlands Antilles
Size: 436.326 m² or 108 acres

Current ownership / claims: - ½ undivided part and portion: Mr. H. Brookson
 - ½ undivided part and portion: 
 A. Paas, A.M.J. Paas and H.M. Paas all in partnership
 with Mr. H. Brookson.

Purchase cost: $ 6.000.000 (6 million US-Dollars) based on discussion
 with current owner Mr. H. Brookson.

Documented land value
in the surrounding area: Between (US-Dollar) $175 and $ 176 per m2 

For example: - Mary’s Fancy - 846m2 valued at (US-Dollar) $148.000
 - Mary’s Fancy - 847m2 valued at (US-Dollar) $149.000
 Source: www.century21-stmaarten.com/marys.htm

Other costs and liabilities:   There is a 4% transfer tax when transferring title or
 ownership of property.  Officially there is also an annual property tax 

but this is not currently enforced or collected by government.

Negotiator:  Nature Foundation; Chairman of the Board of Directors.
 Emilio Wilson Estate Foundation; the Foundation’s Lawyer 
  Mr. Jeroen Veen.



11To save: The Emilio Wilson Estate

Fig. Historical site map of Emilio Wilson Estate
(Source: Kadaster St. Maarten)
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