
From: nrda.projects@noaa.gov
Subject: Submission Confirmation - DWH - Safeguarding Audubon Shearwaters in the Dutch Caribbean

Date: October 7, 2016 at 11:44 AM
To: director@dcnanature.org

Thank you for submitting this project suggestion. Your confirmation number is 02DKKJV9.

If you would like to make any changes to this project submission you can do so by returning to the project submission page and selecting
the option to "Edit an Existing Project". You will be asked to provide the above confirmation number and your email address in order to
edit your project information.

Submission Information
Organization: Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance

Organization Website: http://www.dcnanature.org

Contact Name: Kalli De Meyer

Title: Executive Director

Address: Kaya Finlandia 10a

Phone Number: 00599-717-5010

Email: director@DCNAnature.org

Project Title: Safeguarding Audubon Shearwaters
in the Dutch Caribbean

Location: Saba Island, BES Islands, Caribbean
Netherlands (country)

State: Saba

Latitude (dms): 17.642713334367667

Longitude (dms): -63.230438232421875

Project Size (acres): 7168.54

Project Size (miles): 5

Saba is a small (13 square km) island
located in the Windward islands,
28miles southwest of St. Maarten.
The island is adjacent to the Saba
Bank which is located 11 kilometres
(~6.8 miles) from the coast. This
submerged atoll, the third largest of
its kind in the world, is rich in
biodiversity and a significant food
source for seabirds. Saba has one
Important Bird Area (IBA) designated
by BirdLife International, which
includes 2000 hectares of critical
terrestrial and marine habitats and
which supports the island's diverse
populations of breeding seabirds.
Globally significant populations of
Audubon's Shearwater and Red-billed
Tropicbirds are found on Saba. The
Audubon’s Shearwater, known locally
as the Wedrego, is Saba’s national
bird. The bird is notoriously difficult to
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Project Description:

bird. The bird is notoriously difficult to
survey due to its secretive behavior
and the steep and dangerous terrain
it favours. Shearwaters spend much
of their time out at sea, feeding in the
ocean during the day and returning
only at night to their island breeding
grounds, where they are believed to
nest in underground burrows or
similarly concealed locations.
Historically, surveys on Saba for the
Audubon’s Shearwater have been
successful only at determining the
continuing presence of the seabirds
on the island, but it has been difficult
to locate nest areas, flight paths, and
populations. In December 2014 radar
survey techniques enabled scientists
from the Environmental Protection in
the Caribbean (EPIC) to track these
birds. The team surveyed most of the
island, including Wells Bay, The
Bottom, Windwardside, Hell’s Gate,
and Sulphur Mine, and detected
Shearwaters at all surveyed
locations. Radar surveys recorded
the presence of more than 450 birds
on and around the island and showed
Shearwaters flying up numerous
valleys on the island toward
prominent cliffs. Having determined
the presence of a significant number
of Audubon Shearwaters on and
around the island of Saba there is an
urgent need to follow up on this work
because recent studies of Red-billed
Tropicbirds have clearly
demonstrated that feral cats are a
significant predator on these ground
nesting birds taking both eggs and
chicks. At all sites around the island
breeding success was reduced and in
some areas breeding success was
reduced to zero. Some work has
been initiated with the support of
IMARES (Dutch research institute)
and cat populations have been
reduced but if Saba's ground nesting
birds are to be saved from extirpation
and Audubon's Shearwater
populations safeguarded there is an
urgent need to develop and
implement a plan to control predator
numbers. This project aims to work
with support from Caribbean and
international partners to: 1.
eradication: safeguard roosting and
nesting sites by implementing
predator control programmes
focusing on feral cats and rats 2.
monitor: continue surveys on and
around Saba to identify roosting and



around Saba to identify roosting and
nesting sites, flight paths and
determine population size and
dynamics before during and after
control programmes 3. extend radar
surveys to the neighbouring island of
St. Eustatius where the presence of
Audubon's Shearwaters are
anticipated

Will this project directly benefit State or Federally listed threatened
and/or endangered species? If so, please list them. NA

Property/Resource Acquisition: N/A

Planning/Design: In Progress

Permitting: Not Started

Time to Implementation: 4-6 months

Time to Completion: 1-5 years

Regional Planning: No

Estimated Cost: 350000

Funding Available: 0

Restoration: Yes

Protection: Yes

Debris Removal: No

Land Acquisition: No

Maintenance/Management: Yes

Education: Yes

Beach/Dune: No

Freshwater Wetlands: No

Marine/Estuarine Wetlands: Yes

Riverine: No

Subtidal(Nearshore/Offshore): No

Upland Yes

Marine Mammals: No

Birds: Yes

Reptiles/Amphibians: No

Fish: No

Shellfish: No

Terrestrial Wildlife: No

Corals: No

Vegetation: No



Vegetation: No

Water Column: No

Sediment/Benthos: No

Shoreline: No

Human Use (Recreational, Cultural): No

Project Partner(s)
Partner Organization Partner Contact Partner Involvement

BirdLife International David Wege Strategic partner

Island Conservation Kirsty Swinnerton Predator control planning and implementation

Saba Conservation Foundation (SCF) Kai Wulf Implementing agency

EPIC Adam Brown Monitoring

Vogelbescherming Bert Denneman Strategic partner

Applied Ecological Solutions Adrian del Nevo Conservation expert: monitoring and implementation


