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Fort Bay, 4 August 2017 
 
The Executive Council 
Saba Island Government 
Power Street 1 
The Bottom 

 
Re.: Addressing urgent threats to Saba’s Trail Network  

 
Dear honorable Council Members, 

Saba’s historic trail network is a major attraction for our tourism industry. Because of the continuous 
upkeep and restoration efforts by the SCF in the past decades, the island has become a renown hiking 
destination and attracts tourists from all over the world. They appreciate the island’s unspoiled nature, 
serenity and breathtaking vistas, as a haven away from the hustle and bustle of urban society.  Hiking 
and other nature related activities, like birdwatching, are steadily inclining, but still have not reached 
their full potential. Consequently, Saba’s prosperity and economy, now and in the future, are highly 
depend on the conservation of its unique, but very fragile marine and terrestrial ecosystems. 

Nonetheless, recently the integrity of the trail network has been seriously compromised. There have 
been numerous development activities, with no regards to Saba’s cultural heritage and nature, giving us 
no choice, but to close certain trails. 

1. Sandy Cruz Trail 
Construction activities have destroyed parts of the path on the trail head in Upper Hell’s Gate. 
It is presently barely passable. This section was a favorite spot for many, if not most TV and 
film productions, including the famous “Happy from Saba” movie. 

Sandy Cruz, May 2014 
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2. Middle Island Trail 

Large amounts of construction waste have been dumped on the middle section of the trail, 
making it impassable. With the help of the Canadian volunteers, the trail has been reconstructed 
3 times, but renewed dumping from a construction site has made it impassable and it had to be 
closed to the public.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sandy Cruz, August 4, 2017 

Middle Island Trail, November 2016 
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3. Spring Bay Trail 
A prime birdwatching area. Construction activities near the trail head left a very unclean and 
unsightly area. There are signs of vandalism, indicated by attempts to tear down the platform 
railing, which was built for the King and Queen’s visit to open the heritage trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Crispeen Track 
This major historic road connection is deteriorating fast. Walls need to be repaired and the path 
needs to be stabilized below the Midway section. The trail cleaners and volunteers cannot keep 
up with removing garbage thrown from the road above and littering neighbors.  
 

5. The Ladder 
This iconic path is deeply rooted in Saba’s history. However, wall sections have broken off, 
especially in the lower section and urgent repairs are needed before it becomes too dangerous 
for public access. 

There are other areas of concern, but the SCF generally neither has the capacity nor the resources to 
address the issues on its own. A collaborative, proactive approach with the Island Government is 
necessary. 

Therefore, we kindly request an urgent meeting to jointly elaborate a pragmatic plan of action, with the 
goal to remedy the most urgent problems as soon as possible and to find long term solutions to 
protect, further enhance and develop this crucial asset for Saba’s tourism industry.  

We will be available at any time in the coming week. 

Spring Bay Trail Head, August 4, 2017 
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In anticipation of your kind consideration I thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 

____________________ 

Kai Wulf, 
Parks Manager, 
Saba Conservation Foundation. 

 

CC:  SCF Board 
 Director of Tourism 


